FATALITIES IN WAR FROM DEWITT COUNTY ILLIONIS WORLD WAR ONE TO PRESENT May 27 2016 ~~ ~ 

MEMORIAL DAY IS FOR REMEMBERING THE PEOPLE WHO DIED WHILE SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES THE HOLIDAY WHICH IS OBSERVED EVERY year om tup 

,n when ™ e ^ 

V fc 1 bKAMb KJUNDED in DECATUR, ILLINOIS, ESTABLISHED IT AS A TIME FOR TH E NATION TO DECORATE THE GRAVES OF THE WAR DEAD WITH FLOWERS. 

RANK/RATF 8 NAMB ""1 t - ' 'nr "" .i - ■ - r ■ - % 


RANK/RATE 
SPECIALIST 
FOUR CLASS 


PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS 



A COMPANY, 6TH BATALUONN, 31ST 
INFANTRY, 9 INFANTRY DIV 


C COMPANY, 2ND BATALUON, 2BTH 
INFANTRY, 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION 


A COMPANY, 1ST BATALUON, 505TH 
INFANTRY, 82ND AIRBORN DIVISION 


198TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE, 1ST 
BATTALION, S2ND INFANTRY, A COMPANY 


1ST MARINE DIVISION, 1ST BATTALION, 5TH 
MARINES, D COMPANY 


1ST DIVISION- 2ND ELEMENT 


HOSTILE, DIED OUTRIGHT REASON: GUN OR SMALL ARMS FIRE - 
IGROUND CASUALTY 


HOSTILE, DIED OF WOUNDS CASUALTY REASON: GROUND 
CASUALTY CASUALTY DETAIL ARTILLERY, ROCKET, OR MORTAR 
KIA BY MORTAR FIRE DURING AN NVA GROUND ATTACK WE WERE 
AT NDP MOWS IX PERFORMING SECURITY FOR LAND CLEARING 
ENGINEERS THE TRAPEZOID AND 2K NORTH OF AP SO BAU NO 


DIED OUTRIGHT GROUND CASUALTY MISADVENTURE (FRIENDLY 
IFIRE) 


DIED THROUGH HOSTILE ACTION .. SMALL ARMS FIRE 


DIED THROUGH HOSTILE ACTION .. SMALL ARMS FIRE 


TECHNICIAN | ROBERT DAY SMITH 
FIFTH GRADE 


COMPANY H, 2ND BATTALION, 9TH INFANTRY 
REGIMENT. 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION 


HEAD QUARTERS COMPANY. 222 INFANTRY, 
42 INFANTRY DIVISION 



FINDING OF DEATH, IN THE ABSENCE OF A RECOVERED BODY, 
SOLDIERS THAT WERE DETERMINED TO BE DEAD UNDER PUBLIC 
LAW 460, MADE IN CASES, AFTER AT LEAST ONE YEAR FROM TIME 
OF DISAPPEARANCE, WHEN THERE WAS EITHER CONCLUSIVE 
PROOF THAT THE PERSON IS DEAD OR EQUALLY OVERWHELMING 
EVIDENCE THAT THE PERSON COULD NOT HAVE REMAINED ALIVE. 
NON STOP FROM SIEGFRIED, GERMANY ON MARCH 21 ST TO FURTH 
ON APRIL 19TH TO THE CONCENTRATION CAMP OF DACHAU ON 
APRIL 29TH TO SALZBURG, AUSTRIA ON MAY 7TH. IT IS LIKELY THAT 
THE MIAs WERE NOT LISTED UNTILL EARLY JUNE, 1945. 



MAUSOLEUM PARK CEMETERY 

AND MEMORIAL PARK CEMETARY 
CLINTON DEWITT COUNTY 
ILLINOIS, 


GRACELAND CEMETERY 
DECATUR MACON COUNTY 
ILLINOIS 



I MARVIN O WALTERS 


PRIVATE FIRST | LOUIS RAYMOND GRAHAM 
CLASS 


MIA/ARMY/DECEMBER 1 2, 1 950 I NORTH KOREA 


COMPANY L, 3RD BATTALION, 31 ST INFANTRY 
REGIMENT, 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION 





MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 
CLINTON DEWITT COUNTY 
ILLINOIS 


MIA/MARINES/MARCH 23, 1945 


IWO JIMA, PART OF THE JAPANESE 
VOLCANO ISLANDS AND ALSO KNOW 
AS THE BONIN ISLANDS 



U.S, MARINES INVADED IWO JIMA ON FEBRUARY 19, 1945.THE 
ISLAND OF IWO JIMA WAS DECLARED CONQUERED BY ADMIRAL 
CHESTER NIMITZ ON 14 MAR 1945. HOWEVER. HE MAOE THE 
DECLARATION TOO EARLY, FOR THAT FIGHTING HAD BY NO MEANS 
CEASED ON THE ISLAND. ON MARCH 22. THE JAPANESE GENERAL 
KURIBAYASHI REPORTED THAT ‘THE STRENGTH UNDER MY 
COMMAND IS NOW ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED. TANKS ARE ATTACKING 
US. THE ENEMY SUGGESTED WE SURRENDER THROUGH A 
LOUDSPEAKER. BUT OUR OFFICERS AND MEN JUST LAUGHED AND 
PAID NO ATTENTION.* THE UNITED STATES OFFICIALLY DECLARED 
THE ISLAND SECURE ON MARCH 26, 1945. THE ALLIED FORCES 
SUFFERED 25,000 CASUALTIES, WITH NEARLY 7,000 DEAD. FATHER, 
MR. CLARENCE GRAHAM, 610 SO. CLINTON ST., CLINTON. 



COURTS OF THE MISSING COURT 
2 HONOLULU MEMORIAL 





















PRIVATE FIRST 1JAMES CALVIN HITER 
CUSS 


JKIA/MARINESAJUNE 15, 1944 



SAIPAN BEACH NEAR THE VILLAGE 
OF CHALAN KANOA NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISUNDS 


SECOND BATTALION, EIGHTH MARINES, 
SECOND MARINE DIVISION 


AROUND 8 A.M., ON JUNE 15, 1944, THE INVASION OF SAIPAN BEGAN CLINTON 
. THE MAIN ATTACK OF THE MARINE DIVISIONS WAS CENTERED 
NEAR THE SOUTHWESTERN SAIPAN BEACH VILLAGE OF CHAUN 
KANOA THE UNDING AREA WAS TARGETED BY THE JAPANESE 
105MM (16), 75MM (30), AND 150MM (8) GUNS ON THE HIGH GROUND 
OVERLOOKING THE BEACHES. THEIR ARM1LURY WAS EXTREMELY 
ACCURATE DUE TO THE PRECISE SIGHTING IN OF THE GUNS AND 
THE USE OF BAMBOO STICKS TO HELP IN ADJUSTING FIRE. ON THIS 
FIRST DAY THERE WERE TWO THOUSAND MARINES CASUALTIES 
AND 20,000 WERE ASHORE BY NIGHTFALL 
SAIPAN WAS OFFICIALLY SECURED ON JULY 7, 1944 WITH THE 
SUICIDES OF THE JAPANESE COMMANDERS HIRAKUSHI AND IGETA 
ALSO COMMITTING SUICIDE AT THE END OF THE BATTLE WAS VICE- 
ADMIRAL CHUICHI NAGUMO WHO HAD LED THE JAPANESE 
CARRIERS AT PEARL HARBOR AND MIDWAY. THERE WERE OVER 
30,000 JAPANESE DEATHS. THIS THE VICTORY WAS THE MOST 
COSTLY TO DATE IN THE PACIFIC WAR. 2,949 AMERICANS WERE 
KILLED AND 10,484 WOUNDED, OUT OF 71,000 WHO UNDED. 


| COURTS OF THE MISSING COURT 
2 HONOLULU MEMORIAL 


ABOUT 250 MILES OFF THE 
NORTHEAST COAST OF CAPE 
ENGANO ON PAOAUI ISUND, 

PHILIPPINES 

KIA/MARINES/NOVEMBER 3, 1942 JGUADALCANAL, SOLOMON ISUND 



USS UNDERHILL DE682 


A TOTAL OF 112 CREW MEMBERS OF UNDERHILL PERISHED IN THE 
EXPLOSION OF TWO SUICIDE MANNED JAPANES TORPEDOES 
WHILE 122 SURVIVED. WIFE, MRS. EVELYN MAY JOSS, 213% E MAIN 

ST.. CLINTON 

5TH MARINE REGIMENT, 1ST BATALLION, 5TH |THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TAKES PRIDE IN 
MAR!NE REGIMENT PRESENTING THE NAVY CROSS (POSTHUMOUSLY) FOR 

EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE WHILE 
SERVING AS ARTILLERY FORWARD OBSERVER WITH DISREGARD 
FOR HIS OWN PERSONAL SAFETY, AND IN THE FACE OF ALMOST 
CONSTANT FIRE FROM ENEMY ARTILLERY, MACHINE GUNS AND 
SNIPERS, FIRST LIEUTENANT SWISHER. WITH ANOTHER OFFICER 
MAINTAINED CONTINUOUS OBSERVATION AND COMMUNICATION ’ 
EVEN AT SUCH TIMES WHEN MAINTENANCE SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE, 
HE RESOLUTELY CONTINUED TO CALL FOR AND OBSERVE 
SUPPORTING ARTILLERY FIRES FOR HIS OWN AND ADJACENT 
UNITS WHENEVER NEEDED. HIS SKILL, FORTITUDE AND FEARLESS 
DEVOTION TO DUTY WERE IN KEEPING WITH THE HIGHEST 
TRADITIONS OF THE UNITED STATES NAVAL SERVICE 
BOARD SERIAL: 302 (MARCH 5, 1943) 

BORN: AT DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 

HOME TOWN: DANVILLE, ILLINOIS WIFE, MRS. WILLIAM H. SWISHER 


741 ST BOMBER SQUADRON, 455TH BOMBER 
GROUP 


,NFANTRY REGIMENT , IN ONE OF THE WAR’S MANY UNFORTUNATE MOMENTS, ON 
79TH INFANTRY DIVISION JANUARY 1 9, 1 945, THE GERMANS CAPTURED THE SECOND 

BATTALION OF THE 314TH INFANTRY REGIMENT 



TABLETS OF THE MISSING MANtU 
AMERICAN CEMETERY 


SPRING HILL CEMETERY AND 
MAUSOLEUM, DANVILLE, 
VERMILION COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


OKINAWA ISUND URGEST ISLAND 348TH INFANTRY 96TH DIVISION 
OF THE RYUKYU ISUNDS OF JAPAN 


1 ST BATTALION, 325 GLIDER INFANTRY, 82ND 
AIRBORN 


735TH TANK BATTALION 


TRANSPORTATION CORPS 


A GRADUATE OF WAPELLO HIGH SCHOOL HE 
WAS SENT TO NORTH AFRICA IN JULY 1943, 
AFTER FLIGHT SCHOOL TRAINING. HE WOULD 
FLY MISSIONS OVER EGYPT NORTH AFRICA 
AND THE MEDITERRANEAN. ONE NEWSPAPER 
ACCOUNT NOTED ‘SKILL,. IN DIRECTING THE 
OPERATIONS OF HIS SQUADRON AND FOR 
VOLUNTEERING TO PARTICIPATE IN 
PRACTICALLY EVERY HAZARDOUS MISSION.” 
IN JUST A FEW MONTHS OF COMBAT HE WAS 
AWARDED THE SILVER STAR (THIRD-HIGHEST 
MILITARY DECORATION ) AND WOULD BE 
PROMOTED TO LT. COL. IN UTE 1943 HE WAS 
KILLED IN AN ACCIDENT NOT INVOLVING 
COMBAT. 




LUXEMBOURG AMERICAN 
CEMETERY MARKER MEMORIAL 
WAPELU, IL 


MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 
CLINTON DEWITT COUNTY 
ILLINOIS 










PRIVATE MERLE J NITER 


DOW/ARMY/ AUGUST 20, 1 944 



SOUTHERN FRANCE NEAR 
I BORDEAUX 


180TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 45TH INFANTRY 
■DIVISION 


OFFSHORE OF ORAN, ALGERIA ON 1853RD ENGINEER BATTALION 
THE HMT ROHNA 


CASPER, NATRONA 
COUNTY, WYOMING 


STAFF CASPER, NATRONA 

SARGENT COUNTY, WYOMING 


M I A/ARMY-Af R/MARCH 29, 1644 JTRUCK ISLAND IN THE CAROLINE J 424TH BOMBER SQUADRON 
I ISLANDS i 


PRIVATE FIRST 
CLASS 


SECOND j ILLINOIS, USA 

LIEUTENANT I 


PRIVATE 




MR. AND MRS. MERLE HITER OF NEAR CLINTON RECEIVED A 
TELEGRAM FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT WEDNESDAY ADVISING 
THEM OF THE DEATH OF THEIR SON, PVT. MERLE J. HITER, WHO 
DIED AUG. 20 IN FRANCE AS A RESULT OF WOUNDS RECEIVED IN 
ACTION. THEY HAD RECEIVED A TELEGRAM A FEW DAYS EARLIER 
STATING THAT PVT. HITER HAD BEEN SLIGHTLY WOUNDED AUG. 15. 
THIS IS THE SECOND SON OF THE HITERS TO LOSE HIS LIFE IN 
WORLD WAR II, JAMES C. HITER, HAVING BEEN KILLED AT SAIPAN. 
PVT. HITER ENTERED SERVICE IN NOVEMEBER, 1943, AND WENT 
OVERSEAS IN APRIL, THIS YEAR. HE IS SURVIVED BY HER PARENTS 
AND A 10 YEAR OLD BROTHER, AND HIS WIFE, THE FORMER 
JEANNE FERRICKS OF KENNEY. 


THE HMT ROHNA THAT WAS STRUCK AMIDSHIPS ON THE PORT 
SIDE AT ABOUT THE WATER LINE BY WHAT APPEARED TO BE A 
RADIO-CONTROLLED MISSILE. OF THE 793 OF THE 853RD WHO 
BOARDED THE HMS ROHNA, ONLY 129 SURVIVED 


RADIO OPERATOR ON A B24J THAT CRASHED IN NON COMBAT 
ACCIDENT 


B-24S CARRY OUT THE FIRST DAYLIGHT RAID ON TRUK ATOLL, DEWITT 
BOMBING THE AIRFIELD ON ETEN ISLAND; THE MISSION IS STAGED 
FROM MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND THROUGH TOROKINA, 

BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND FOR ARMING AND NISSAN ISLAND, 

SOLOMON ISLANDS FOR REFUELING BEFORE THE STRIKE; THE 
UNESCORTED B-24S CLAIM 31 INTERCEPTORS DESTROYED, ALONG 
WITH ALMOST 50 AIRCRAFT ON THE GROUND; 2 B-24S ARE LOST. 



MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 
CLINTON DEWITT COUNTY 
ILLINOIS 


AVIATION TABLETS OF THE 
MISSING NORTH AFRICA 
AMERICAN CEMETERY TUNIS 
TUNISIA 


MANILA AMERICAN CEMETERY 
AND MEMORIAL MANILA, 
PHILIPPINES 



STE. COME-DU-MONT FRANCE 


282ND ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION 


340TH BOMBER SQUADRON, 67TH BOMBER 
GROUP 


65 INFANTRY TRAINING BATTALION. 


1401 GLIDER INFANTRY REGIMENT 101 ST 
{AIRBORNE DIVISION 


PRIVATE FIRST I LOWELL E PACELEY 
CLASS 


GARIGLIANO RIVER OUTSIDE OF 31 3TH MEDICAL BATTALION, 8STH INFANTRY 
MINTURNO IN THE SOUTHERN LAZIO, DIVISION 
ITALY. 


NEAR MANNHEIM, GERMANY. 1368 FIGHTER SQUADRON 9TH AIR FORCE 




JANUARY 14, 1944 WAS A DARK DAY FOR 397TH FS AND 368TH FG, 
6 PILOTS REPORTED MfA THIS DAY WHEN 12 PLANES WERE 
BOUNCED BY 00 ENEMY FIGHTERS. SECOND LIEUTENANT POLEN 
BY FW-190 NEAR MANNHEIM. GERMANY 


ggggggjjjg^ 


WOODLAWN CEMETERY CLINTON 
DEWITT COUNTY ILLINOIS 


t l7.T-T^ . I. ■ • 


SARGENT I SAMUEL T STEWART 


CHESTER D WALDRON 


1 Kl A/ARM Y/JUL Y 8, 1944 


CARENTAN, FRANCE 


I22ND INFANTRY REGIMENT, 4TH INFANTRY 
{DIVISION 


BORN IN MISSISSIPPI, ENTERED SERVICE IN PEORIA, IL SHOWS 
DEWITT COUNTY RESIDENCE BORN 1909 AND MARRIED 


ON JULY 7, HAVING BEEN MOVED TO AN ASSEMBLY AREA SOUTH CLINTON 

AND WEST OF CARENTAN, THE 22ND INFANTRY ATTACKED, 

THEREBY BEGINNING ONE OF ITS BLOODIEST ENGAGEMENTS OF 
THE ENTIRE WAR— THE CARENTAN-PERfERS OPERATION 
(OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE BATTLE OF THE HEDGEROWS”). 



NORMANDY AMERICAN 
CEMETERY COLLEV1LLE-SUR-MER 
FRANCE 



JOE L. WILLIAMS 


PRIVATE IJUDSON S WEEDMAN 


| DBD/AR MY/OCTOBER 10, 1918 


ONBOARD RMS CARONIA THAT WAS COMPANY K, 121ST INFANTRY REGIMENT 
A BRITISH OCEAN LINER, LAUNCHED 31 ST DIVISION 
ON 13 JULY 1904 



SURESNES AMERICAN CEMETERY 
AND MEMORIAL SURESNES 
DEPARTEMENT DES HAUTS-DE- 
SEINE IlE-DE-FRANCE, FRANCE 










































FiRST SATGENT 


WELBY N. CRANG 


DBD/ARMY/JULY 6, 1917 


AERODROME IN THE VICINITY OF 
ISSOUDUN, CENTRE, FRANCE. 


iARTIE BENNETT 


MtA-KIA/MARINES/JULY 6, 1918 


AiSNE-MARNE SECTOR, 75 MILES 
NORTHEAST OF PARIS 
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CORRECTION OF OMISSIONS AND ERRORS: 
RONALD L. JONES 

702 SOUTH GRANT STREET 

CLINTON, ILLINOIS 81727 

RUPE@YAHOO.COM 

CELL: 2176201161 (VOICE OR TEXT) 


AMVETS POST 14 

Jessie Owens, Commander 

Marc Rogers, Membership Director 

302 North Monroe Street 

Clinton, IL 61727 

217-413-7960 4 217-791-3284 

E-mail: amvets14@gmail.com 
website: www.amvets.org 

Post 14 Meets 2nd Monday of month @ 
7pm 









